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IEW Dates To Remember  

February  2020 

S M   T  W  Th   F   S  

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 
Feb. 1 Hangar Day 

Feb. 6 * Mary B. Lewis  
 Elementary Tour 
 Museum (90 students)  

Feb. 12 Dinner Meeting 

Feb. 17 Staff Meeting 

 

March 2020 

S M   T  W  Th   F   S  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

 

Mar. 7 Hangar Day 

Mar. 11 Dinner Meeting 
Mar. 14 El Centro Air Show 
Mar. 16 Staff Meeting 
Mar. 20-21 LA County Air 
 22 Show 
Mar. 27-28 March AFB Air 
 29 Show 

April 2020 

S M   T  W  Th   F   S  

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

 
April 4 Hangar Day 

April 8 Dinner Meeting 

April 12 Easter 

April 13 Staff Meeting 

 

  

February  
COLONEL-
Birthdays 

2-3 Gevin  
       Harrison 
2-13 Eddie 
 Bentley 
2-15 Dave  
 Mihelich 
2-17 Steve Rose 
2-28 Bob Cote 

Name That 
Panel! 

 

What panel has 
the words . . . 

“Feel free to walk 
around and ask 

questions.” 
First Colonel or 

Friend of IEW to 
point out the 

panel to Shirley 
or Vincent at the 
February meeting 

will receive  
four (4) 

FREE tickets 
for water, soda or 

a mixed drink. 
 

JAN. WINNER 
Panel is: 

“So Calif. Trains 
Aviation for War” 

Tony Wiser, T-6 Me-
chanic  was the first to 
“Name That Panel.” 

He will receive 4 drink 
tickets when he 
attends a dinner 

meeting. 

2.2   Ground Hog Day/ Super Bowl  
2.10 Tu Bishvat/Tu B’Shevat  Jewish Holiday 
2.12 Lincoln’s birthday  
2.14 Valentine’s Day 
2.15   Susan B Anthony Day 
2.17   President’s Day 

Have a Favorite 
Airplane Joke??? 

Share it with the editor.  
It just might get 
published! 

What did the football player say 
to the flight attendant? 

Put me in coach. 

Federal Holidays are marked as     
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We’ve had a very good start to the New Year.  Our hangar day resulted in clear-
ing out old and unusable equipment and junk from the T6 shelf  area.  Cleaning 
out the hangar is going to be a long term project, but we’ve got momentum go-
ing for us.  We need to keep up the effort.   

I want to thank Mike Lindgren for leading the charge, and the rest of  the mem-
bers who turned out to lend a helping hand.  In addition to our facility cleanup 
efforts, our Plymouth Staff  car was recently delivered to Tucson, AZ to be re-
stored to operational status.  The car will serve us well around the airfield and at 

local air shows.  Once again, thank you Mike Lindgren. 

Our first dinner of  the year was delicious beef  stew made by Linda Lindgren.  Randy Kim will be 
in charge of  upcoming dinners.  He was under the weather like many of  our other members.  I 
provided a presentation on my vision of  the direction the unit should take over the next couple of  
years.  My emphasis is going to be on Safety and Operations.  We do a lot of  things right and I 
want to build on that.  Our training will be top notch to ensure that the Inland Empire Wing air-
craft are flown by the most qualified and proficient pilots and crew in the Commemorative Air 
Force.  We have been entrusted with the care and maintenance of  these historic aircraft and we will 
exceed all expectations.  Due to several recent war bird incidents and accidents, there will be more 
scrutiny on aircraft operators such as ours.  I will make sure that everything we do is by the book 
and that maintenance and training is well documented. 

Our 2020 air show schedule is being firmed up with Eddie 
Bentley making sure that we get the best deals possible.  The 
fuel, oil, and appearance fees that he negotiates keep us flying 
throughout the year.  We could use all the help that we can dur-
ing the air show season, so if  you are able, please come out 
and help the unit. 

The staff  has been working on ways to keep the cost of  operating our unit at the lowest possible 
amount.  Even still, it takes a lot of  money just to keep the lights on at the hangar.  Likewise, we 
are also looking at ways to raise funds.  We have several proposals that we are looking at that will 
increase our financial standing.  More information will be provided as these plans firm up.   

I’m looking forward to 2020 and working with our great staff  and wing members.  I want to once 
again thank Bill Prosser for the outstanding job he did for the unit over the last four years.  Because 
of  him, we are able to build on an already successful program.  My job now is to try and make the 
unit even better than when I took over.  We are on our way! 

C.O.’s Message 

Welcome, Steve Rose, New Wing Leader 

Air Show Season 
begins in March. 

Volunteers always 
needed. 

  

Steve Rose 
Executive Officer 

 

 

Steve           
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Cover Photo 

The Plymouth’s trip to Arizona.  Photos by Mike 
Lindgren and Tim Tarris.   

January 2020 Correction 
(page 4) Cadet IEW dues $15, not $50. 

February 
Dinner Meeting 

Wednesday, February 12 
6-7 Social  *  7 Dinner 

followed by meeting and speaker 
See page 15 for menu. 

Speakers 
  Brian Wiswell 

Topic:  Bruce, Paratrooper Manikin 
Found in the museum.  

IEW 2020 Membership Renewal was Due in January. 
Annual CAF Dues:   Colonel (CAF) $200.    or    Ghost Squadron Associate Member $55.  

Plus                            Local Unit (Inland Empire Wing)   Colonel  $50.     

Cadet Program for young men and women (13-23)   Cadet CAF annual dues $45.  plus  IEW $15. 

CAF renewal is in the month you joined.     Inland Empire Wing dues is January of each year. 

You can easily sign into the unit website to update or pay your IEW membership. 

 
 
 
 
 

February 2020 

Colonel  of the Month 
Steve Robb 

Col. Steve Robb has been a 
member of IEW since 2000.  
Col Ed Cleveland inspected the 
water lines at Skip Fordyce in 
Riverside where Steve was an 
employee.  Steve was a pilot and 
Ed thought he was a good can-
didate for CAF and IEW.  It 
took Ed about five years of in-
viting and inviting and inviting 
before Steve attended a Christ-
mas Dinner-Awards program.  He was hooked, joined 
IEW and has been a Colonel ever since. 

Col. Robb said “My passion is planes and I love being 
around them”.  As a young child, Steve began dreaming 
of his pilot’s license.  For the past 38 years he has been 
flying his Beech Bonanza V-Tail.  He flies his family to 
their vacation home in Lake Havasu and Lake Tahoe is 
another favorite destination.  The end of a perfect day is 
to leave work, climb into his plane and take off. 

Currently Steve is a Level 5 Master Mechanic for Quaid 
Harley Davidson in Loma Linda.  On monthly meeting 
days Col. Robb rushes from work to the hangar to serve 
as bartender.  He has been mixing drinks for members 
and guest since 2013 at monthly meetings and other 
social events. 

Steve and his wife, Robin, have been married almost 40 
years.  Robin is a RN Nurse Leader at Kaiser, Riverside. 
Their daughter, Stevie Marie, is an ICU RN studying to 
become a Registered Nurse Practitioner at USC.  When 
she was younger she came to the hangar with her dad.  
In fact there is a picture of Steve and Stevie Marie on 
the wall in the hangar.   

Thanks, Col Robb for your 20 year Membership with 
IEW. 

 

New Dinner Donation Fee 
Effective immediately 
cost for dinner at the 

IEW Dinner Meeting is $20. 
 

For your $20 Donation 
you have an opportunity to meet and visit with 

colonels in a friendly, relaxed environment, dinner 
(including salad, main entre and dessert), 

meeting with speaker  AND  
your name entered in a drawing for a  

Piper L-4 Scout ride. 
Read all about it on page 8 

There Ain’t No Such Thing as a Free Lunch or “Dinner” 
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 During WWII, the swift delivery 
of specially trained troops to the 
battlefield by parachute and 
glider was successfully demon-
strated. Taking more than a hint 
from the Germans, who had 
utilized this means of sudden, 
unexpected troop insertion dur-
ing their early “blitzkrieg” op-
erations, the US Army was eager 

to explore the method as well. The program began 
slowly, with a single test platoon formed in June 1940.  
By autumn of that year, a parachute battalion was as-
sembled, the 501st.  A new parachute school for train-
ing was established at Fort Benning, Georgia, as well. 

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the program 
began to acceler-
ate, with the reacti-
vation of the 82nd 
Infantry Division, 
a famous unit that 
had fought with 
d is t inct ion in 
WWI. The 82nd 
was now to be-
come the first, new 
airborne division. 
It was decided to 
split the division 
into two separate 
divisions, one be-
ing the 82nd “All 

American” Division and the new 101st “Screaming 
Eagles” Division. For tactical reasons, the airborne 
divisions were made smaller than the standard infan-
try division, with a little over half the number of men 
by comparison.  Nonetheless, they were still fully self-
contained, independent units and because of their 
smaller size, could be rapidly deployed.  The 82nd and 
101st contained both parachute and glider regiments, 
each to be delivered by Army Air Force C-47 and C-
53 transport aircraft.  Planes usually carried 28 para-
troopers, while a glider contained 13 men, or a jeep 
and small artillery piece with four troopers that was 
towed behind a plane and then released to land on its 
own. 

 
Training was extremely difficult, with all volunteers.  
Paratroops were given additional “hazard” pay, due to 
the many risks involved.  Paratrooper strained to fight 
in all types of locales, day or night, under the most 
trying of conditions. Carrying light weapons, they 
could land and move quickly to seize important stra-
tegic targets, like bridges and crossroads.  Their mis-
sion was to be short-term, as they would capture and 
hold until sufficient ground forces could reach and 
relieve them. Traveling light, they did not have the 
means for an extended fight. 

The 82nd first went into combat in Sicily and Salerno, 
Italy during the summer of 1943.  Lessons learned 
prepared them for the invasion of France.  On June 6, 
1944, landing in darkness, mostly far away from their 
designated ‘drop zones’ (for paratroops) and ‘landing 
zones’ (for glider troops), men of the 82nd and 101st 
divisions fought desperately, and in most cases, suc-
cessfully,  to achieve their assigned objectives 

US ARMY AIRBORNE TROOPS IN WWII 
                                                   ELITE FORCES FALL FROM THE SKY! 

  AIRBORNE TROOPS  (continued on page 6)   

Col. Chris Clarke 
Museum Curator 
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throughout Normandy.  Both divisions soon went on 
to drop into Holland, during the failed “Operation 
Market-Garden”, and then became a determined ‘dug
-in’ infantry force to be dealt with by the Germans 
during the great “Battle of the Bulge” in December 
1944.  Repulsing the massed invasion long enough for 
the Allies to reverse the German thrust, the men of 
the 101st, dubbed the “Battling Bastards of Bastogne”, 
tenaciously held their ground at Bastogne, Belgium 
and quickly earned a reputation for strength and brav-
ery.  Casualties among the airborne forces were usu-
ally very high, due to the disadvantages they often 
encountered in battle. 

In addition to the 82nd and 101st, there were three 
other airborne divisions formed during the war, some 
of which operated in the Pacific Theatre.  The 11th 
saw action in the Philippines, including a daring jump 
on Corregidor. The 13th was in training and saw no 
action, while the 17th dropped into action during 
“Operation Varsity”, the invasion of Germany. The 
503rd Parachute Regimental Combat Team also did 
missions in New Guinea.  

No matter where they went, or where they fought, 
paratroopers were highly respected and esteemed sol-
diers during WWII and thereafter. 

                                        Chris 

AIRBORNE TROOPS    (continued from page 5) Hangar Safety 
We had another good month 
around the hangar as far as safety 
goes…no dents, no dings, no er-
rors.  I would like to thank all of 
you for that.  

As always, if you have any safety 
concerns or issues at the hangar, 
please call me so we can address 
them.  

I have one request: If you are moving aircraft or 
equipment around the hangar, please keep the space 
around the man-door clear; this is primarily the Jeep 
tug. It is dark when you walk in through that door 
and I do not want anyone to run into the tug. It 
should be placed south of the man-door. 

We also had a very productive workday on Saturday, 
Jan. 4th. It was a good way to start the new year. I 
would like to thank CanFab for donating new office 
furniture for the front office. Bill and Chris headed 
the work team to clean that front office and install the 
new furniture. It looks great, guys. 

While they were working on the office, Fred 
Ouweleen and Steve Rose headed the team and 
cleaned the north hangar area next to the T-6. An-
other great job; in fact, it was so good we opened two 
larger areas of shelving.  This means on our next 
Hangar Day, Saturday February 1st, we would like to 
work on the south wall of the hangar. Hopefully, 
there will be lots of throw-away. But, we do now have 
some room on the north wall for storage. 

Thank you all, again. 

Keep ‘em Flying…Safely,   Mike 

 

Mike Lindgren 
Safety Officer 

 

Air Show Season 
Begins in March 

Get to know other Colonels while showing off the Doll, 
selling items in the PX Lite, or helping out in a wide variety 

of tasks before, during and after air shows. 
Let Eddie Bently know what day you can help. 

Your spouse and teen children/grandchildren can help also. 
Calendar on page 2 gives dates and locations.  

ALL Colonels are invited to  
participate in at least ONE air 

show during the season. 
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Photo of the Month          February  

Colonels grab your phone or camera, “aim”,  
“click” and submit your favorite “Human Interest” 
photo taken in/or around the IEW hangar or at an IEW 
event.  Pictures submitted do not have to be current.  
Deadline for March contest photos is Mon., Feb. 17. 
Contest Rules:  All clear photos (300 dpi) from Colonels of the 
Unit are welcome.  Be sure to ID photographer and people in 
photo.  Colonels in pictures must still be active with IEW. 
Winners:  One photo each month between Nov. 2019 and Nov. 
2020 will be selected as “Photo of the Month”.  Each month’s 
winner will be in a drawing held after the 2020 Election of Officers.   
Winner will receive ONE 2020 complimentary Christmas Party 
dinner ticket.    

Randy Kromas and Tina Clarke at a meeting.  
Wouldn’t you like to know what is so entertaining!? 

 Photographer:  Bill Leech 

Speaker 
February 12 Meeting 

Brian Wiswell 
Aerial Demonstration Team Member 

“Now that Bruce has  
arrived, 

     what is he all about?”  

Brian will be sharing with IEW the 
story of Bruce the manikin, explaining 
the pieces of 
equipment and 
how each was  

                        used.    

He will share Bruce’s training 
prior to parachuting into Nor-
mandy.   

The presentation will be infor-
mal consisting of lecture, ques-
tion and answer, as well as a 
power point.  

Be sure to RSVP with a Member of the Staff.  

 

 

Steve and Bill undergo their Pilot Pro 
(Proficiency) Check on the T-6. Each 
pilot that flies a CAF airplane, does 

one annually in each airplane he flies 
for the CAF, to make sure he is safe 

and proficient in the airplane.  
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dinner meeting, in our highly upgraded museum 
meeting room, hang out with friends, have a meal, 
find out what’s going on around the IEW, listen to a 
speaker, and here is the most important thing, you 
are supporting the wing with your dinner meeting 
donation.  The cost to operate our facility alone, “no 
airplanes” is $20,000 per year. Throw in the 4 air-
planes before we ever turn a prop, you add $35,000 
more for a total budget of $55,000 per year, just to 
have our facility and airplanes. 

Your $20 monthly dinner 
donation comes with all the 
perks listed above, but to 
sweeten the pot the Staff has 
come up with one more 
added perk.  Each month at the dinner meeting a 
drawing for a ride in the L-4 will be held for those 
attending.  What a bargain!   

Truly there ain’t no such thing as a free lunch or dinner, 
but looking at all the perks, our monthly dinner 
meeting is a bargain.   

                           Bill Prosser 

I have heard this saying all my life 
and I am sure most of our mem-
bers have as well. The expression 
conveys the idea that things ap-
pearing free always have a cost or 
that nothing in life is truly 
free.  For example, products and 
services gifted (free or at a low 
cost) to individuals are paid for 
by someone else.  Even when 

there is no one to assume the direct costs, somebody 
bears the burden. 

If any of you have done the grocery shopping lately, 
you know firsthand the cost of food has increased 
significantly over the past several years.  The IEW 
too has experienced the increase as well for our 
monthly dinner.  With that said, beginning with the 
February meeting, dinner will now cost $20.  

I have heard this before, “I could go to Applebee’s 
and get a better dinner for less money”.  That may 
be true in some cases, but you may be missing the 
big picture.  Each month we come to the IEW 

Bill Prosser 
Business Development 

The Blohm & Voss P-170 was a three-engine un-
armed fast bomber project by German Aircraft 
Manufacturer Blohm & Voss. 

It was intended to be a “schnellbomber”, a 
bomber so fast it could outrun contemporary 
fighters and would not need defensive armament.   
It was to have a crew of two. 

The layout was unusual with the three engines 
aligned side by side just in front of the shoulder-
mounted wing.  The central engine left no room 
for the crew who were moved aft in the cylindri-
cal fuselage to a tandem cockpit just in front of 
the tail.   

The location spread the aircraft weight across the 
span and reduced the stress loads and weight of 
the wing structure. The outer engines were 
mounted on large wingtip pods of the same 

DESPERATE TIMES TAKE DESPERATE MEASURES   …      Part 3 

cylindrical section, each with a small tail fin and 
rudder. 

Two variants were proposed but neither was 
built. 

Walt White 
Guest Writer 
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Both are car enthusiasts enjoying  
car meets and shows along with 
attending track events.  

Together, they volunteer as Senior 
Members in the Civil Air Patrol 
with Squadron 45 located at March 
ARB where Shane served as the 
Squadron Aerospace Education 
Officer. 

Welcome Col Shane and Col 
Wendy Tillekeratne to the Inland 

Empire Wing.   

Shane and Wendy Tillekeratne 
joined IEW in November 2019.   

The couple had attended numer-
ous air shows throughout the 
years.  Shane said “I have always 
admired the organization.”  Greg 
Fernandez had invited him to join.  
He added:  “I felt I had finally 
reached a position of career stabil-
ity where I can now focus some of 
my time to help give back to those 
who have helped inspire me such as the CAF.”  Shane 
has always loved learning about history particularly 
aviation history.   He said “By joining the CAF I 
would like to do my part in helping preserve that his-
tory and educate the future generations of the sacri-
fice our forefathers had made”.   He looks forward to 
meeting and hearing the personal accounts and recol-
lections of those who lived it yet not found in a his-
tory book.” 

Shane is well stemming from his early beginnings of 
helicopter mechanic to his current position as an air-
line pilot.  He believes he has a multitude of experi-
ence and qualifications that would be beneficial to the 
unit. He holds a current FAA Air Transport Pilot 
Certificate with over 6000 hours of flight time. In ad-
dition, he is a Certified Flight Instructor, Instrument 
Instructor and Multi-Engine Instructor.   

IEW thanks Col Tillekeratne for his service.  He 
shares his military story: enlisted right after HS (2000) 
in the US Army as a CH-47 Helicopter Mechanic and 
later was selected to become a Crew Chief. He was 
sent to Afghanistan in 2002 soon after 9/11 for nine 
months. To Iraq in 2003 for the initial invasion of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom for 13 months. Both of 
these deployments were with the 101st Airborne out 
of Ft Campbell, KY and then to Ft Hood, TX with 
the 4th Infantry Division and deployed for a 3rd time 
to Iraq for another 12 months in 2005.  He was Hon-
orably Discharged in 2006 at the rank of Specialist. 

Col. Shane is currently a Boeing 757/767 Pilot with 
Delta Air Lines based in LAX with previous experi-
ence on the Boeing 737. 

Joining with Col Shane is his wife Col Wendy.    

The couple have been married 16 years and have 
three fur babies (dogs). 

New Members:  Shane & Wendy Tillekeratne 

 

Behind Closed Doors 
The 2020 Unit goal is to clean the many storage areas 
around the Hangar. In January, volunteers cleaned the 
office and added new furniture donated by CanFab, 
Corona.        

Come and see “Behind Which Door” we will be 
cleaning on the next Hangar Day …  Feb. 1 
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January Hangar Day 

Come and 
experience a great 

day with IEW 
Colonels at the NEXT  

Hangar Day 
THIS Saturday, 

February 1 
beginning at 7:30 am 
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January Hangar Day 

Thanks January Hangar Day 
Volunteers 

Andy Conley 
Bill Leech 
Bill Prosser 
Brandon Abel 
Chris Clark 
Chris “Red” 
Fred Ouweleen 
Howie Ramshorn 

Jim Jones 
Johnny Aguilar 
Linda Lindgren 
Mike Lindgren 
Steve Rose 
Vincent Kerr 
Cadet Anastasia 
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Volunteers busy setting up. 

Ground School is held 
yearly to provide training for 

pilots, crew chiefs, and 
loadmasters.  It also is to 

teach Colonels how to assist 
the crew when around the 

Doll and T-6 

Ground School 
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Ground School 

Two Days of Ground School 
was held in January. 
Thank you to all the 

presenters, 
pilots, crew and colonels 

who participated.  
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Inland Empire Wing 
Officers and Crew 

Staff 
 
 Air Show Coordinator  

Eddie Bentley  714.353.4011  

Bartender  
Steve Robb  951.314.2274 

Hangar Boss 
Mike Lindgren  909.731.6875 

Mess Officer  
Randy Kim  909.831.9431 

Military Liaison Officer  
Tim Tarris  520.275.3726 

Motor Pool  
Dave Mihelich  951.313.6834 

Assistant Motor Pool 
Vincent Kerr 951.687.1731 

Museum Director-Curator  
Chris Clarke  909.341.3090  

Newsletter Editor  
Shirley Kerr  951.515.5896 

Public Information Officer 
Randy Kim 909.831.9431 

PX Lite Officer  
Greg Fernandez 714.222.3328 

Social Officer  
Linda Lindgren  951.533.5608 
 

Appointed Positions 

To visit the museum contact Chris Clarke 

To purchase items from the PX-Lite contact Greg Fernandez 

Wing Leader  
Steve Rose  714.403.9052 

Executive Officer   
Fred Ouweleen  714.335.6677 

Adjutant  
Linda Lindgren  951.533.5608 

Business Development Officer  
William Tillman  909.486.8688  

Education Officer  
Dave Michelich  951.313.6834 

Finance Officer  
Chris Clarke  909.341.3090 

Maintenance Officer  
Tom Garcia  951.684.2258 

Operations Officer  
Andy Conley  909.261.5011 

Safety Officer  
Mike Lindgren  909.731.6875 

Business Development 
Bill Prosser  951.212.7904 

Wing Photographer  
Bill Leech 909.747.4148 

Wing Webmaster 
Vacant Position 
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Dinner Meeting 

Wednesday, February 12 
CAF Hangar 

Riverside Airport 

Social Hour  6:00 pm 
Dinner  7:00 pm 

 followed by monthly meeting   

Menu 

► Roast Chicken  
► Green Salad 
►  Cheesy Mixed Vegetables 
► Mashed Potatoes 
► Dessert 
$1 Drink tickets available  

Meeting Donation 
$20.00 per person includes  

Social Hour, dinner and dessert, meeting, 
speaker and a change to WIN a ride in the 

Piper L-4 Scout. 
A reservation made is a 

reservation paid per person. 
 

Contact a Board Member to RSVP 

75th Anniversary of D-Day 
Memorabilia 

Suggestions or to volunteer to submit 
an article for the Newsletter contact 
Shirley Kerr  starsprt@earthlink.net 

75th Anniversary D-Day 
Limited Edition Memorabilia 

CAF Member Prices 
D-Day Doll Normandy Hats $25.00 
D-Day Doll Normandy Shirts $20.00 
Large Long Sleeve (XX & XXX)  $25.00 
D-Day Doll Normandy Patchs $20.00 
Normandy Challenge Coins $25.00 

 



Inland Empire Wing 
6936 Flight Road 
Riverside, Ca 92504 


